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English fleet had sailed away, leaving General Murray
with 7,000 men to hold it till the melting of the ice in
winter in ^ie sPring should enable a fresh armament
Quebec. to enter the St. Lawrence. Under the impres-
sion that they would be useless in the winter, no ships
were left—a mistake which nearly proved serious, owing
to the circumstance that the upper waters of the St.
Lawrence are open for navigation long before the Gulf
is freed from ice.
The French after all their losses could still send into
the field 5,000 regular troops, besides 5,000 militia and a
few hundred Indians, a mere handful compared with the
force with which Amherst would surround them in the
summer, but enough to make a dash at Quebec with
some prospect of success before the English commander-
in-chief could take the field. Accordingly, as
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make a dash soon as the frost had given sufficiently to
at Quebec. Open a passage jn tfte middle of the stream
for the store-ships and two frigates with them to descend
April 17, tne river, the Chevalier de Levis, though the
*76o-	snow was still knee-deep on the ground, set out
from Montreal with his whole force. On April 26 he
arrived before Quebec. Scurvy had carried off 1,000 of
the garrison, and disabled a much larger number, so that
Murray had hardly more than 3,000 effectives. Common
prudence would have counselled his remaining within the
walls of Quebec, but prudence was mastered by ambition.
Eager to finish the war at one stroke before reinforce-
ments could arrive to share the glory, Murray marched
Defeat of out' Delivered k^tle on the heights of Abraham,
the English, and was defeated with the loss of 1,000 men,
April 28' and most of his field artillery. The loss of the
French is variously stated, but the English computed it
at 2,000.
The next day De  Levis   opened trenches against

